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BEFORE THE NEBRASKA PUBLTC SERVICE COMMTSSTON

In t.he Matter of t.he Nebraska
Public Service Commission, or
it.s own motJ-on, to consider
revisions to t.he universaf
service fund contribution
meLhodology.

Appl icat ion No . NUSF - l- 0 0

PI - l_93

ORDER SOL]CIT]NG BRIEFS

Entered: .Tuly 12 , 20L6

tsY THE COMMISSÏON:

The Nebraska PubIic Service Commission (the "Commission" )

opened t.he above-captioned proceeding to consider revisions to
the contribuLion mechanism of the Nebraska Universal Service
Fund ( "NUSF" ) on November L3, 201-4. The Commission sought
commenLs on various contribuLion ref orm opt.ions. On .Tune 6 ,

20L6, the Commlssion received furt.her commenLs in response to
its Order. In iLs June 6th filing, the Nebraska Rural Independent
Companies (RIC) recommended t.he Commission sol-icit briefs on t.he
f ollowing legal i-ssues:

(1) WhaL jurisdictional considerations are raised with
respect. to both interstate and intrastate t.raffic
being carried over a given connecLion on which an NUSF

surcharge will be assessed and how can any such issue
be addressed?

(2) What issues may be present.ed if a state connections-
based USF contribution mechanism proposes t.o assess a
regulatory surcharge on a connection through which
only broadband Internet access service access is
provided versus a connecLion where both broadband and
voj-ce is provided?

(3) How does a party that. has identified a lega1 issue
recommend that such issue be addressed by t.he
Commission in order Lo minimize or eliminat.e the
impact of such issue on the implementation of a
connecLions-based conLribution mechanism?

In support. of t.his requesL, RIC stated t.he suggested
briefing may avert, ot aL least minimize, Lhe uncertainty Lhat
could arise if one or more interested parties present aft.er-the-
fact claims that Commission action was unlawful.
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OPÏNÏON AND FÏNDTNGS

The Commission finds the RIC request should be granted; and
accordingly solicits 1egal briefs responsive to its questions.
Briefs responsi-ve to the questions posed above shall be due on
or before August 3, 201.6. Parties filing briefs should file five
(5) paper copies and one (1) electronic copy with the
Commission. Parties filing briefs must also el-ectronically serve
other commentj-ng parties in this proceeding.

ORDER

IT IS THEREFORE ORDERED that interested parties may file
legal briefs responsive to the issues raised above on or before
August 3. 20t6.

ENTERED AND MADE EFFECTIVE at Lincoln, Nebraska, this 1,2th
day of .Tuly, 2016,

NEBRASKA TC ERV]CE COMMTSSION

COMMT SSTONERS CONCURRTNG :

//s//TLn schram

Chairman

ATTEST:

Executive Director

//r
(-á

//s// . Landis
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