
BEFORE THE NEBRASKA PUBLIC SERVICE COMMISSION 

 
In the Matter of the Nebraska 
Public Service Commission, on 
its own motion, to implement 
provisions of LB 1222 [2006] 
and to establish a permanent 
funding mechanism for wireless 
enhanced 911 service. 

)
)
)
)
)
)
)
)

Application No. 911-019/PI-
118 
 
 
ORDER AUTHORIZING PAYMENTS 
 
 
Entered:  May 21, 2013 
 

 
BY THE COMMISSION: 
 

O P I N I O N    A N D   F I N D I N G S 
 
 The Commission adopted a permanent funding mechanism in 
the above-captioned docket on February 23, 2010 for purposes 
of disbursing funds from the Enhanced Wireless 911 Fund (Fund) 
to eligible wireless service providers (WSPs) and public 
service answering points (PSAPs)  pursuant to Neb. Rev. Stat. 
§ 86-465(1)(e) (2008).  
 

Funding available for each funding year is calculated 
utilizing the 911-SAM approved by the Commission on February 
23, 2010, as amended.  On May 7, 2013, the Commission entered 
an order authorizing payments to PSAPs and WSPs and an 
allocation for the WSP grant process.  However, the amounts 
included in the order were incorrect.  Subsequent to the order 
being entered, it was also discovered that certain adjustments 
to the model were necessary. The May 7, 2013 order was 
therefore vacated. 

 
In the process of reviewing previously approved amounts, 

staff became aware that due to changes in the 911-SAM in 2012, 
including the annual updates, the addition of the personnel 
cost module, and the gradual elimination of the wireless 
service provider grant program, the amounts allocated to PSAPs 
for the 2012-2013 funding year and approved by the Commission 
were in excess of those amounts set forth in the 911-SAM fund 
forecast.  As a result, PSAP payments were approximately 28% 
greater than forecasted.  The issue did not affect payments to 
WSPs.    Modifications to the affected formulas were made for 
the 2013-2014 funding year.  Additionally, programmatic 
changes were made to enhance existing quality control checks 
and to ensure similar issues will not arise in the future.  
However, it is necessary to also address the overpayment to 
PSAPs. 
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To deduct the overpayment from PSAPs without making 

additional funds available for distribution could 
significantly impact PSAPs.  The fund balance remains well 
above the desired six month reserve.  In order to mitigate the 
effects on PSAPs of correcting the 2012-2013 payment amounts, 
the Commission finds that the reserve input for the 2013-2014 
funding year should be decreased, making additional funds 
available through the 911-SAM for PSAPs and WSPs for the 2013-
2014 funding year.   

 
Such a reduction is consistent with the Commission’s 

previously stated intent of gradually reducing the fund 
balance over an approximately five year period to a six month 
reserve.  The 2012-2013 overpayment will then be deducted from 
amounts allocated to PSAPs for the 2013-2014 funding year.   

 
As a result of these adjustments, the overpayment in 

2012-2013 is recaptured; PSAPs will receive approximately the 
same funding as was originally forecasted; and WSPs will 
receive slightly more than originally forecasted.  The 
projected fund balance remains above that which is required to 
maintain a six month reserve. 

 
Therefore, the Commission finds that pursuant to the 911-

SAM, the following allocations are approved for the 2013-2014 
funding year:  $5,986,458 to eligible PSAPs; $1,054,736 to 
eligible WSPs and $346,743 for the WSP grant process.  The 
amount allocated to PSAPs will be reduced by $1,213,550 to 
recapture the 2012-2013 overpayment, leaving $4,772,908 in 
potential payments to PSAPs.  Although the adjusted amount 
appears to be a nearly 15% decrease when compared to the 
actual amounts paid in 2012-2013, when compared to the 
original forecasted amount of $4,366,207 for the same period, 
this year’s funding represents an approximate 9% increase. 

 
Potential payments to individual PSAPs will be adjusted 

further to account for pre-existing payments.  Attached hereto 
and incorporated herein by this reference are Appendix A, 
outlining the E911 Fund Forecast; Appendix B, a summary of the 
potential funding  to each PSAP incorporating all pre-existing 
commitments for in the 2013-14 funding year; and Appendix C 
outlining WSP Support. 
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O R D E R 

 
 IT IS THEREFORE ORDERED by the Nebraska Public Service 
Commission that the adjustments set forth herein are approved 
and staff is authorized to make disbursements for the 2013-
2014 funding year as described in this order. 
 

MADE AND ENTERED at Lincoln, Nebraska this 21st day of 
May, 2013. 

 
       NEBRASKA PUBLIC SERVICE COMMISSION 
 

COMMISSIONERS CONCURRING: 
  
        Chair 
 
 
        ATTEST: 
 
 
 
        Executive Director 
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o R D E R 

IT IS THEREFORE ORDERED by the Nebraska Public Service 
Commission that the adjustments set forth herein are approved 
and staff is authorized to make disbursements for the 2013­
2014 funding year as described in this order. 

MADE AND ENTERED at Lincoln, Nebraska this 21st day of 
May, 2013. 

NEBRASKA PUBLI C SERVICE COMMISSION 

CONCURRING '~'r-~.(,.:; 

ATTEST: 

jxb/--<.. Mvt~~\-~ 

Executive Director 

//s//Frank E. Landis 
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