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BY THE COMMISSION:

On October 1-2, 2018, Black Hills Distribution LLC' d/b/a Black
Hitls Energy (.)Black Hills") of Denver, colorado, fil-ed an

application with the Nebraska Public service commissi'on
(i.Commission") seeking an order authorizing it to adjust the System

Safety and Integrity Rider Charge beginning in February of 2019 '
a påtition for Formal fntervention was fil-ed by the Nebraska Pub1ic
Advocate ("P4") on October 26, 2018

Fo].lowingdiscussionwiththeparties,ahearingofficer
order \^raq issued on November 19, 2018, granting the intervention
of the PA and setting the procedural schedule for this docket'
pursuant to the scheduling order, the parties engaged in discovery'
and a hearing was hel-d.

EVIDENCE

on December 18, 2018, a hearing \^/as held in the above-
captioned matter. Douglas J- Law appeared on behalf of Black Hills'
wit:-iam Austin appeared on behalf of the Pubtic Advocate. sallie
Dietrich and Nichole Mulcahy appeared on behalf of Commission

staff. Exhibits numbered 1 - 10 were offered and accepted'
including the written report of the PA's consultant, Dol1a

Mull-j-nax,. and a Joint Stipulation reached by the parties in this
matter.

Bláck HiIIs presented the oral- testimony of Kevin Jaîosz,
Director of Business operations for Nebraska Gas. Mr. Jarosz
described the general outline of Black HilIs'proposed SSIR

changes, which amount to a reduction in SSIR changes for each

customer class. Mr. Jarosz testified that the exact changes per
customer class are as follows:
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Customer eLass Previous SSIR Charq'e New SSIR Charqe
Residential ç4.61 $4.1sSmall- Commercial- $8.9s $8.92

La Commercial- $69.s0 $60.86

Fol]owing Mr. Jarosz's direct testimony, the publ-ic Advocate,the cornrnission, and commission stafr' were affordeci an opportunityfor cross-examination. No other witnesses \^/eïe cal-led on behatf ofBl-ack Hill-s.

the Public Advocate presented his revi-ew of the application,and described the background of the ssrR dockets generally. The pAnoted that he had no concerns with the application. No witnessesh¡ere call-ed on behalf of the PA. Following the pA's statement, thehearing was adjourned.

FTNDINGS AND OPTNION
Pursuant to the state Natural Gas Reguration Act, Neb. Rev.stat- s 66-1801 et sêÇ., the commission has -..fuil power, authority,and jurisdiction to regurate natural gas public util_ities and maydo al-I things necessary and convenient for the exercise of suchpo\^rer, authority, and jurisdictior,.,, Neb. Rev. Stat. S 66_1804 (1).The Act further provides that these pov¡eïs are to'be ..liberally

construed." Neb. Rev. stat. s 66-1804(2). The commissi_on,s poi^¡ers,authority, and jurisdiction, including with regard to generar_ ratefilings and rate principres, are further outl-ined in stateregulations at 291 Neb. Admin. code, chapter g, seet_ions 4 and 5.

The commissÍon has reviewed the evidence present.ed in thismatter and finds that the parties to the above--captioned docketare in agreement that the commission shour_d enter an orderauthorizj-ng the ssrR tariff revisions reflected in the Thirty_Eiqhth Revised sheet No. 7, entered into the record in this matteras Exhibit 1.

Advocate's review and report, the commission hereby finds that theproposal set forth in the Joi_nt stipulation is ãpprop.i;t. ;;;reasonable, and that it is in the best interests- or both theparties and of Nebraska ratepayers that the ssrR charge be modifiedas described in the tariff revisions set forth in Exhibit 1.
.Th

tariff
adopted

I

e commission further finds that the Thirty-Eighth Revisedsheet submitted in this matter as Exhibit 7 shoul_d beand shal_l_ become ef fective on February !, 2O1g .
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Black Hills shal-l- continue to comply with the requirements
previously set forth in NG-00?8, including the filing of quarterly
surveil-lance filíngs and the fíling of an annual reconciliation'

Bl-ack Hil-ls shall continue to communicate with and advise the
Commission of its plans regarding any upcoming general rate
application, as we}l as its plans reg.arding any future
consol-idation of the two Black Hills entities

ORDER

IT IS THEREFORE ORDERED by the Nebraska Public service com-

mission that the applicatj-on qf Black Hills in this matter be

approved, consistent with the terms of the joint stipulation
reached between the Public Advocate and Bl-ack Hills Gas

Distribution, LLC d,/b/a Black HilIs Energy in this matter.

IT IS FURTHER ORDERED that Black Hills Energy, Nebraska Gas

Tariff, Revised., Sheet No. 7, attached to the Joint Stipulation'
with the effective date of February 1-, 201'9, is hereby approved'

ENTTRED AND MADE EFFECTÏVE
day of January, 20L9.

COMMISSTONERS CONCURRING :

at Líncoln, Nebraska, this 15th

NEBRASKA PUBLIC SERVICE COMMTSSION

Chair

ATTEST:

Executive Dírector

fual
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