
NEBRASKA DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH AND HUMAN SERVICES 
NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING 

 
September 30, 2019 

1:00 p.m. Central Time 
Nebraska State Office Building – Lower Level B 
301 Centennial Mall South, Lincoln, Nebraska 

 
The purpose of this hearing is to receive comments on proposed changes to Title 172, 
Chapter 55 of the Nebraska Administrative Code (NAC) – Dental Office Maintenance.   
The proposed changes add a scope and authority section to the regulations and update 
formatting.  There are no other substantive changes to the regulations.   
 
Authority for these regulations is found in Neb. Rev. Stat. § 81-3117(7). 
 
Interested persons may attend the hearing and provide verbal or written comments or 
mail, fax or email written comments, no later than the day of the hearing to:  DHHS Legal 
Services, PO Box 95026, Lincoln, NE 68509-5026, (402) 742-2382 or 
dhhs.regulations@nebraska.gov, respectively. 
 
A copy of the proposed changes is available online at http://www.sos.ne.gov, or by 
contacting DHHS at the mailing address or email above, or by phone at (402) 471-8417. 
The fiscal impact statement for these proposed changes may be obtained at the office of 
the Secretary of State, Regulations Division, 1201 N Street, Suite 120, Lincoln, NE 68508, 
or by calling (402) 471-2385. 
 
Auxiliary aids or reasonable accommodations needed to participate in a hearing can be 
requested by calling (402) 471-8417.  Individuals with hearing impairments may call 
DHHS at (402) 471-9570 (voice and TDD) or the Nebraska Relay System at 711 or (800) 
833-7352 TDD at least 2 weeks prior to the hearing. 
 

 
 
 
 

 



 
 

 
  

FISCAL IMPACT STATEMENT 
 

 
 
Agency: Department of Health and Human Services 
Title:172 Prepared by:Jesse Cushman 
Chapter:55 Date prepared:3/27/19 
Subject: Dental Office Maintenance Telephone: (402)471-4915 

 
 

Type of Fiscal Impact: 
 
 State Agency Political Sub. Regulated Public 
No Fiscal Impact (  ☒  ) (  ☒  ) (  ☒  ) 
Increased Costs (  ☐  ) (  ☐  ) (  ☐  ) 
Decreased Costs (  ☐  ) (  ☐  ) (  ☐  ) 
Increased Revenue (  ☐  ) (  ☐  ) (  ☐  ) 
Decreased Revenue (  ☐  ) (  ☐  ) (  ☐  ) 
Indeterminable (  ☐  ) (  ☐  ) (  ☐  ) 

    
 
Provide an Estimated Cost & Description of Impact: 
 
 State Agency:   
 
 Political Subdivision:  
 
 Regulated Public:    
 
 
 
If indeterminable, explain why:  
 
 



 TITLE 172 
NEBRASKA DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH/PROFESSIONAL AND OCCUPATIONAL 
 LICENSES/REGULATIONS 
 
 Chapter 55 
 DENTAL OFFICE MAINTENANCE 
 
001  SPACE.  In order to maintain conditions of safety and sanitation, each dental office shall 
contain adequate space for a clinical area, reception room, supply room, toilet facilities, and 
facilities to maintain sanitary conditions. 
 
002  WATER.  Each dental office must be supplied with hot and cold running water in such 
quantities as necessary to conduct such a dental office in a sanitary manner.  Connections shall 
be made to a municipal or other public water supply system whenever feasible. 
 
003  MAINTENANCE.  Dental offices shall be kept well lighted, well ventilated, and in a sanitary 
condition.  All windows, walls, floors, areas used by patients, and all furniture and fixtures must 
be kept clean at all times. 
 
004  TOWELS.  All linen, towels and similar material must be strictly single service use for each 
patient.  If reusable, no towel or linen that has been used on one patient shall be used on another 
patient until it has first been properly laundered. 
 
005  EQUIPMENT, INSTRUMENTS AND IMPLEMENTS.  All dental machines and equipment 
utilizing electrical components must be properly and safety installed, operated and maintained.  
All dental instruments and implements which come in contact with patients must be sanitized and 
any instruments coming in contact with a-patient's bodily secretions shall be sterilized before use 
on any other patient. 
 
SOURCE: Nebraska Revised Statutes Section 71-185.01(2) 
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TITLE 172  PROFESSIONAL AND OCCUPATIONAL LICENSURE  
 
CHAPTER 55  DENTAL OFFICE MAINTENANCE 
 
 
001.  SCOPE AND AUTHORITY. These regulations govern Dental office maintenance as set out 
in Nebraska Revised Statute (Neb. Rev. Stat.) § 38-1125.  
 
002.  SPACE. In order to maintain conditions of safety and sanitation, each dental office shall 
contain adequate space for a clinical area, reception room, supply room, toilet facilities, and 
facilities to maintain sanitary conditions. 
 
003.  WATER. Each dental office must be supplied with hot and cold running water in such 
quantities as necessary to conduct such a dental office in a sanitary manner.  Connections shall 
be made to a municipal or other public water supply system whenever feasible. 
 
004.  MAINTENANCE. Dental offices shall be kept well lighted, well ventilated, and in a sanitary 
condition.  All windows, walls, floors, areas used by patients, and all furniture and fixtures must 
be kept clean at all times. 
 
005.  TOWELS. All linen, towels, and similar material must be strictly single service use for each 
patient. If reusable, no towel or linen that has been used on one patient shall be used on another 
patient until it has first been properly laundered. 
 
006.  EQUIPMENT, INSTRUMENTS, AND IMPLEMENTS. All dental machines and equipment 
utilizing electrical components must be properly and safely installed, operated, and maintained.  
All dental instruments and implements which come in contact with patients must be sanitized and 
any instruments coming in contact with a-patient's bodily secretions shall be sterilized before use 
on any other patient. 
 


