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In Memoriam,

NATHAN S. HARWOOD.

Natoan 8. HARwoop was born at Corey’s Lake, near Constantine,
St. Joseph county, Michigan, June 18, 1843, He was the youngest
of nine children. His mother died when he was eight years old;
and the father soon after removed with his family to Black Hawk
county, Towa. Here young HARWOOD attended school. In August,
1861, he enlisted in Company F, 9th Towa Infantry. Exposure in the
Pea-Ridge campaign so injured his health that he was compelled
to quit the service. In the spring of 1864 he again entered the
service %as first lieutenant of Company D of the 49th Iowa Infantry.
He graduated from Hillsdale College, Michigan, in 1869; and from
the Albany Law School in 1870. In February, 1871, he formed a
law partnership with Samuel J. Tuttle and was afterwards, for
many years, a member of the firm of Harwood, Ames & Kelly. He
was elected president of the Lincoln National Bank in 1887. Five
years later he was made president of the First National Bank, when
the two institutions were consolidated. In 1872 he was married to
Miss Mary E. Cook, who died in 1878; and in 1883 to Miss Celia Harris,
who survives him. He left two daughters, Miss Helen and Miss Dor-
rance. He died suddenly at his home January 5, 1900.—W. F. B.

At a session of the supreme court of the state of Nebraska, begun
and holden February 6, 1900, there being present Hon. T. L. NORVAL,
chief justice, Hon. J. J. SULLIVAN and SiLas A. HorLcoMs, judges, and
David A. Campbell, reporter and ex-officio clerk, the following pro-
ceedings were had, that is to say:

Hox. STEPHEN B. PoUND:

MAY 1T PLEASE YOUR HonNors: Your committee, appointed by your
honors to prepare and present resolutions commemorative of the
Hon. NaTHAN 8. HarwooD, deceased, lately a membér of the bar of
this court, respectfully report the following:

Resolved, That, by the death on the 5th day of January ultimo, of
(vii)
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the HoN. NaTHAN S. HARWOOD, late of the city of Lincoln, this state
has lost a patriotic and public-spirited citizen, and the profession
of the law an able, upright, learned and conscientious member.

Resolved, That during all of the quarter of a century and more of
Mz, HARWoOD’S residence in this state, all his daily walk and con-
versation have proved him a man of high and sensitive honor, of
unswerving integrity and unyielding loyalty to duty.

Resolved, That for Mr. HARwWoOD’s robust yet kindly manhood, and
for the fidelity and courage with which he has discharged the many
and important trusts committed to his care, the community in which
he lived owes to his memory a lasting debt of gratitude; and that
the story of his career should serve as a noble inspiration to his
associates and acquaintances who survive him, and to those who
shall succeed to their tasks.

Rssolved, That we tender to his family and relatives this inadequate
expression of our sympathy and sorrow because of their affliction,
to which our own, great though it be, can bear but slight re-
semblance.

Resolved, That these resolutions be spread upon the records of this
court and that exemplified copies thereof be furnished to the widow

and children of the deceased. P
STEPHEN B. POUND,

W. R. KELLY,

W. G. HasTiNgs, :

JoEN H. AMES,

SaM’r, RINAKER,

W. H. PraTr,
Committee.

Hon. SterHEN B. POUND: :

MAY 1T PLEASE YOUR HowoRs: I have known NaTHAN S. HARWOOD,
known him quite intimately for nearly thirty years, in the varied
relations of lawyer, business man, neighbor and friend. He came
to. this city in 1871, then a young man, to practice his chosen pro-
fession, the profession of law. From that time, with the exception
of only a few years, he pracliced in the different courts of this
state and in the federal courts, continuously, until he was recently
removed by the hand of death. He was a successful lawyer. He
was careful and painstaking in the preparation of his cases and he
depended for success, not upon the arts of advdcacy, not upon the
eloquence of speech, not upon the skilful manipulation of testi-
mony, but upon the thorough mastery of the law and facts and a
faithful and forceful presentalion of them to the court and jury.
His attractive personality, his high character, his candor, his per-
suasive manner, his power of strong and lucid statement, gave
weight to his forensic arguinents and were well calculated to carry
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aonviction to the mind. He always subordinated the lawyer’s ambi-,
tion to the client’s interests. He hazarded no doubtful experiments
at his client’s risk, in the hope or expectation that he might thereby
g‘ratlfy professional pnde or derive therefrom personal gain or pro-
fessional distinction. He advised and pursued that course whlch in
his judgment Would yield the best results to hlm in whose service
he was eng’aded Magnanimous in victory, coura.geous in defeat, he
a.ccepted the results of legal contests with equanimity. Seldom
did an acrimonious Word or a word of denunciation escape his llps,'
hoygever sharp his disappointment. He was an admirable specimen
of manhood. He had a strong, cultivated and comprehensive mind,
scholarly ~tastes, generous impulses and a sympathetic nature.
He had a wide acquaintance with men and affairs and kept abreast
of the times on all social, moral, philosophical and political ques-
tions. His mental gifts were solid and substantial rather than brill-
iant and captlvatmg, his judgment, not quick and penetmtlve, was
yet sound and accurate, reachmg its conclusxons by careful and.
methodical processes of reasoning. Firm in his convictions on all
questlons concermng which he had formed deliberate oplmons, he
was tolera.nt of the opmlons of others, however much they mlght,
d.lﬁer from his own. Wholly free from the vice of envy, he was
’a.lwa,ys rea.dy to recognize and applaud the merited success and
achlevements of athers, His life abounded in deeds of charity and'
in good offices to those in trouble and distress. He loved his kind and
enJoyed the socmty and companlonshlp of his fellow men. He was
optumstlc and looked on the brlg‘ht side of thmgs saw a silver
llmng to every cloud. In those dark days when financial ruin and
disaster seemed to be 1mpend1ng over the people of this clty and
state, threatenmg to sweep away the accumulation of years, he spoke
to desponding and despairing ones words of cheer and hope. His'
ca,l'm’, brave and unperturbed look dispelled the gloom from ma,ny;
a troubled face and restored strength and courage to many a faiﬁf.
and faltering heart.

It is fitting that we who have been co-workers with him in an
arduous and exacting profession, who have witnessed his triumphs
and defeats, his moderation and manliness in prosperity, his courage
and hopefulness in a.dvers1ty, who have known the nobility . of his
character, his ‘génerosity, his constancy to friends, his fidelity to duty,
the service he has rendered to his country and the homor he has
conferred upon-his profession, it is fitting, I say, that we should
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give expressian to our sorrow, should mourn his loss and pay a

loving tribute to his memory.
L]

Hon. JorEN H. AMES:

MAY 1T PLEasE THE CoURT: In support of these resolutiqns, I
can do no better than to repeat what I said on a similar occasion
in the United States circuit court for this district on yesterday.

It is with great diffidence and difficulty that I am able to speak
at all. The very circumstances which may seem at first sight most
to qualify me for speaking serve to seal my lips. It seldom hap-
pens that two men are, for so long a time, so closely associated
as for the past twenty-five years have been MR. HARWOOD and myself.
During that period we have been equal partners, not only in the
practice of law, but in every business undertaking and enterprise
of any importance in which either has been engaged or interested.
Together we have shared our victories and defeats, our triumphs and
failures, our prospe'rity and adversity.” More than that, upon the two
subjects of religion and politics, which employ the thoughts and ab—l
sorb the attention of serious minded men to a greater degree than all
other subjects of intellectual speculation combined, our opinions
have been arrived at and our course marked out and followed after,
and in consequence of, the most painstaking, careful and confiden-
tial mutual consideration.

That these facts disqualify me for a public discussion of the
most important and interesting incidents in his career, and even, to
any large extent, of the guiding principles and motives of his life
and cond{lct, will appear to anyone upon a moment’s reflection. I
lack that distance and detachment of attitude and point of view
which is essential to a due sense of perspective and proportion,
and am unfitted for speaking on this occasion by the same reason
that disqualifies a man from pronouncmg a funeral eulogy upon his
deceased wife or next of kin.

He possessed, however, some ftraits of character to which I may
make a passing allusion. It was said by a pagan emperor of Rome-——

‘““Though love repine and reason chafe,
There comes a word without reply,—
'Tis man’s perdition to be safe,
‘When, for the truth, he ought to die,”

and this saying is paraphrased by the modern Christian hymn—

‘“So near to grandeur is our dust,
So near to God is man,

‘When duty whispers low, ‘Thou must,’
The youth replies, ‘I can.’’
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I take it, however, that this saying is not intended as descriptive of
the masses of mankind, but only as illustrative of the mobler and
choicer spirits among them; of those who make up what Matthew
Arnold calls the rcmnant of them; who are as of the salt of the
earth which loses not its savor. That it is correctly descriptive of
MRr. HarwooDp, those who were most intimately acquainted with him
need not to be told. One of his leading characteristics was his un-
yielding and unswerving loyalty and devotion to duty; his deter-
mination “to do the right as God gave it to him to see the right.”
For an example:

Like many others he came to this state nearly thirty years a'g"o,
destitute alike of money and experience, and of powerful or in-
fluential friends or business connections. By nearly a quarter of a
century of patient industry and economy and occasional judicious
investments, of his savings he had acquired a modest competence.
In an evil hour he was persuaded to embark in an enterprise which,
during the last seven years, undermined a naturally strong constitu-
tion, destroyed his health, dissipated his property and ended his life.
Owning but thrze and a half per cent. of the capital stock of an
institution of which he became in 1892 the official head, he found
himself confronted with the almost impossible task of keeping it
from failing at a time when its failure would have meant nearly
universal distress and disaster in the community in which it was
situated. Early in the course of affairs it became evident that what-
ever might be his degree of success in this attempt, his own fortune
would be wrecked in the undertaking, although there was a time,
after the shrinkage in values had gone so far as to point to probable
disaster, when he might have sold his interest and retired from
the trust with comparatively small personal loss but at the risk of
affecting the reputation of the bank in such a way as greatly to
impair its prestige and probabljr to precipitate its failure. Under
these circumstances he believed it to be his duty, not only to the
owners of ihe other ninety-six and a half per cent. of the stock,
but to the city and state, “to stand to his guns,” as the saying is,
and, at the fearful cost already mentioned, he pursued this course
until the end. That he should receive any material reward for his
services was out of the question; that he was criticised, traduced,
and wrongfully, though ignorantly accused, by many persons for
whose advantage and well-being he ‘“spurned delights and lived
laborious days” he well knew, and that knowledge was a thousand-
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fold harder to bear from the fact that circumstances forbade him
to utter a word of excuse or extenuation in his own behalf; and
to-day, it is as certain as anything human can be, that there are
hundreds of families and thousands of persons in this city and state,
living in prosperity and contentment, who would have been plunged
into destitution and distress had he failed or faltered in his duty,

In this connection I may mention one other trait which was, per-
haps, his most prominent characteristic, namely, that particular
quality which St. Paul appraises as the chief of Christian virtues.
To say that he ever forgot or entirely forgave what he believed
to be a wanton or malicious injury would be to place him upon a
pedestal too high for human occupaney. But his disposition was
such that he seldom or never accused bitterly, and that he conceded
to othf_ers the same consideration for the faults and foibles, the
weaknesses "and shortcomings common to humanity, -of which he
felt that he stood in need himself.

He felt and .resented the sting of ingratitude and the wounds of
injustice and detraction as they are felt and resented by other
people, but his inclination was, even when he was himself the victim,
to seek some ground for extenuation and to attribute to ignorance
or to sudden impulse what was apparently the effect of settled
malice or of reckless indifference. With all this, he prized and
patronized and promoted, to the extent of his ability, churches,
schools, libraries, literature and art, and all those things which
tend to enlighten the minds, improve the morals and soften the man-
ners of mankind,‘so that it may be truthfully said that the world,
and especially his own state and city, are appreciably and distinetly
more prosperous and happier and wiser and better because of the
life he has lived; and this, after all, is saying a great deal.

Ho~N. GEN10 M. LAMBERTSON:

When a niessage came to me in a distant city' telling of the sudden
death of NaTHAN S. HArRwoOD, I was profoundly shocked, for I was
very fond of him. I know of no one in this city for whom I had
a more sincere affection. I knew that a warning stroke hayd pros-
trated Mr. HARWOOD, but he seemed to be recovering and I hoped
that the final stroke would be long delayed. Alas, our hopes were
all in vain!

It is hard to understand why he should be taken at the early ag&
of fifty-six; in the meridian of-his powers. We complain that the
Divine sickle was not content to wait for its human harvest until
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the whitened and bending head was bowed to the earth destined to
receive it.

I find it difficult to outline MR. TTARWOOD’S character; he was so
well-rounded, all his forces so happily balanced, his facultiés so
nicely adjusted and the equilibrium of his nature so firmly main-
tained that it is hard to distinguish the salient point and strike the
dominant note of his character. The qualities of his head and
the attributes of his heart Were marshalled so evenly, and developed
with such equipoise, that it is impossible to pick out the charac-
teristic trait. There were no mountain peaks, only an elevated
table-land where the altitudes were all even. Although there was no
-one overmastering trait dominating all others and dwarfing by com-
parison lesser virtues, yet the sum total of all of his qualities
singled him out and stamped him as a man among men. He was
not strong in points, but the sum of all of his faculties made him
a strong man. He was a man of fine presence, noble and dignified
mien, and you turned to look at him a second time when he would
pass you on the street. Mr. HARWOOD was a strong man, and was
looked upon as such in the community in which he lived. He was
a man to be reckoned with. When any questions were up affecting
the growth of the city and state in which he lived, men wanted to
hear Mr. HarwooD’s opinion, and when it was known it was ,re-
spected. He was strong all along the lire. He was a man of strong
intellect and big heart; ardent convictions, fervent enthusiasms,
strong in the sense of right and duty. He was slow to make up
his mind but when once made up he was rooted in his conviction.

Mg. HARWOOD was generous in thought and deed; he was charita-
ble, kindly affectioned. He was quick to forgive and did not harbor
resentments. It might be said of him as Emerson said of Lincoln:
“He had a big heart, but it was not big enough to hold the memory
of a wrong.”

Mg. HARwWoOD was a liberal; if he had lived in England he would
have belonged to the ILiberal party. He was a liberal in poli-
ties, education and religion. He was a progressive man; always
a pioneer on the frontier of modern scientific thought. He
loved to philosophize, and think about things as if they were first
questions. I think it was on account of this disposition to look at
all questions from an academic point of view, that led him to
embrace the tenets of:free trade, which have attracted the minds of
s0 many of our scholars and thinkers. For many years beéfore he
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severed his connection with the Republican party he belonged to
the Cobden school. When that rugged and robust apostle of free-
trade, Grover Cleveland, was nominated on a platform that presented
to the people the clear-cut issue of protection and free trade. he
with the utmost reluctance allied himself with the Democratic party.
He was a great'admirer of the fearless independence of Grover
Cleveland, and he followed his fortunes with unstinted admiration
and unswerving devotion. Only an ovér—mast-ering sense of duty
led him away from the Republican party. Later along, when the
Democratic party embraced the free silver dogma, he found himself
unalterably opposed to the leading plank in the Democratic plat-
form. He was always a stalwart believer in and advocate of the
gold standard. To him the success of the Democratic party meant
the ruin of the country, yet he hesitated to stand with the Repub-
lican party. Although he voted for President McKinley in 1896, yet
he did not join the ranks of the V'Republican party. Before the last
state election, and after his illness, he said to me: “I registered
today and when the question was asked, ‘What is your political
faith? I answered, ‘I am a Republican.’” So he died in the faith
of his youth, and\I think he was glad of it, since the attitude he
took was the result of conviction.

The -sickle of death has been busy among the leaders of the bar;
Sa.irage has gone; Poppleton has gone; Mason has gone; Marquett
has gone; Hayward has gone; and now HARWoOOD has gone to join
this historic company in the “land beyond the sun.”

As I recall the familiar features of our dead brother, I can not give
up the thought that he still lives; I refuse to believe that that kindly
intelligence, that genial soul, that benign spirit has been snuffed
out forever. In some otlher land, in a sunnier clime, that “quench-
less spark struck off from the everglowing soul of God” will shine
on and on, in undimmed lustre, until the vast seroll of the universe
is rolled up forever.

When we stand by the bier of the dead we do not say this is our
friend. It is his remains, it is all that is left of him, it is the
mortal part, but the real man is gone and the immortal part has
winged its flight to the realms beyond.

When God made man He made him a little lower than the angels,
and he pronounced His work good. I care not whether we consider
man as the direct product of the Almighty, or as the evolution of
the forces of nature, the consummation of Ifatura,l law; in either
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case he is the summum bonum of existence. The objectivé of the whole:
universe is man. This one increasing purpose runs through all time,
Man stands at the summit of the universe, on the highest ridge of
our civilization; as some writer says: ‘“Earth holds up the heavens;
no fruit but the finished man.” The devout Novalis says: “Bending
before man is a reverence done to the revelation in the flesh; when
you lay your hands on the human body, you touch high Heaven
itself.” When I consider that all the creative power of God and
"the stupendous energies of nature have been to create man, I must.
believe that he was not born for time, but is an heir of 'eternity;

Since our brother HARWOOD is now sta.rting’ on his journey to the
other land, let me say in the words of Wadsworth: “The weight
of the whole world’s good wishes go with thee.”
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in Memoriam.

GENIO MADISON LAMBERTSON.

GENIO MADISON LAMBERTSON was born at Franklin, Johnson county,
Indiana, May 19, 1850. He graduated at the University of Chicago
at wenty-two years of age. He was twice married, first to Jane
Gundry, June 10, 1880; second, Mary S. Sherwood, February 28,
1895. He practiced law at Lincoln from 1874 till his death, June
15, 1902. MRr. LAMBERTSON was United States district attorney for
Nebraska, 1878-1886. He succeeded Lorenzo Crounse as assistant
secretary of treasury under President Harrison; was attorney for
inter-state commerce commission; argued Counselman Case before
supreme ecourt of United States; was afterwards attorney for re-
ceivers of Union Pacific Railway Company; was candidate for United
States senator. In politics he was a Republican and an advocate
‘of the gold monetary standard. While United States district attor-
ney in May, 1879, MR. LAMBERTSON argued the Case of Standing Bear
and Twenty-Five Others before the United States district court, in-
volving the right of an Indian to the writ of habeas corpus. The
suit was brought on the relation of Thomas H. Tibbles. Andrew
J. Poppleton and John L. Webster appeared for the Indians. For
account of this last case see Annual Cyclopedia, vol. 4, 653-655.—
W. F. B.

Be it remembered that at a session of the supreme court of Ne-
braska, begun and holden September 16, 1902, there being present
Hon. J. J. SOLLIVAN, chief justice, Hon. Smnas A. HoLcoMB and Hon.
SAMUEL H. SEDGWICK, judges, Lee Herdman, clerk, and Hugh G. Pat-
ton, bailiff, the following procéedings were had, that is to say:

Your committee, to whom is assigned the sad duty of preparing
and presenting resolutions to the memory of HON. GENIO M. Lawm-
BERTSON, deceased, beg leave to submit the following:

Resolved, That the supreme court and the bar of the state of Ne.

braska unite in expressing a deep and profound regret on account
of the death of HoxN. GENIO M. LAMBERTSON.
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Resolved, That in his death the bar has lost one of its ablest and
most learned members, the state one of its wisest and safest coun-
selors, society one of its most splendid types of citizenship and
manhood.

Resolved, That in his death the law has lost a great and learned
advocate, eminent for his wisdom, power and research.

Resolved, That while we recognize his splendid abilities as a lawyer,
occupying as he did the foremost rank of his profession, yet he
typified in his daily walks of life the hlghest type of character and
American ‘manhood.

Resolved, That we deplore his déath, and mourn the loss we
sustain, and for the benefit of a sorrowing profession, we espe-
cially emphasize the fact that he was industrious, genial in manner,
- sympathetic in nature, with a high and delicate sense of honor, a
man of broad and liberal culture, and highly marked with a spIen-
did literary finish. : ‘

Resolved, That we tender to his widow and children our sincere.
sympathy and dirset that a copy of these resolutions be communi-

cated to them.
A. 8. TIBBETS,

J. L. WEBSTER,
J. N. BALDWIN,
F. M. Harn, .
E: J. HAINER,
Committee.

Ho~N. AppisoN M. TIBBETS:

The business of this coﬁrt is suspended for the purpose of paying
tribute to prominent members of the profession, of which it is a
representative part, and commemorating the services and character’
of those whose personal efforts and services have been closely’ asso-
ciated with the history of this body. I believe in ‘occasions of this.
kind. When a great and shining light of the bar of this court has
respbnded to the awful summons, and his lips are forever closed to
further appeals for justice and the preservation of legal rights,
then it is proper that this court should pause in its deliberations
of weighty questions of pubhc and private mterests ‘and reflect
upon his character and services, and the 1nﬂuence for good or evil
that he has Wrought upon the profession.

The subject of the resolutions 'Which are here submitted, GExio M.
LAMBERTSON, was a prominent character in the state of Nebraska
for nearly a quarter of a éentury. As a member of the legal pro-
‘fession he was a leader; was possessed of an acute and logical mind,
exceeding industry in the prosecution of his professional work and
universally presented all questions to .court and jury with exceed-

2
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ing‘fairnesé and candor. He relied upon his logic and persuasive
powers and never upon the prejudices of a court or jury and afforded
an example of the dignified and judieial member of the bar.” For
several years he occupied the very important position of United
States attorney and in “that capacity earned the universal regard of
all those with whom he camé in contact. In the prosecution of
his cases, and, in fact, all his conduect before court and jury, in all
his professional career, he was entirely free frorm the bickerings
of the pugilistic counsel and conducted all proceedings with ex-
emplary couftesy.

His ability and ihtegrity were recognized by one of the highest
courts in the west when he received the api)ointment from the cir-
cuit court of appeals as attormey for the receivers of the Union
Pacific Railway Company. He conducted'the matters entrusted to
him in that capacity with ability, and with integrity that was un-
questioned, and received the reward of commendation from all par-
ties interested in that great financial transaction.

In politics he was always found on the side he thought was right,
and attached himself to the political element that he concluded
was free from contaminating influences, and always persevered in
directing his efforts towards the perpetuation of pure public morals.
For several years he occupied important public positions of trust
and discharged his duties. with a zeal, integrity and faithfulness
that characterized his eonduct in his profession. His efficiency was
recognized by those outside of his own party adherents and he at-
tached to himself personal friends regardless of political associates.

In his social life he was g.enial, companionable, and ever true to
those who confided a trust in him, and at all times meeting the
requirements of a faithful friend as to all those with whom he was
closely associated. '

It was my privilege to know him intimately during the last few
years, and I can teslify to his genial, generous and hearty disposi-
wion and wholesouled intercourse with his friends and his unselfish
devotion to his family.

In his death the state has lost an influential ecitizen who was
always on the side of the right, and of pure public morals. The
bar has lost one of ils ablest propounders of the law, and one of
its most striking examples of courtesy and fair dealing; and his
family and friends have lost that which to them was priceless and
cé.n not be restored. The world in which he moved will hereafter
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exist without him, but the example and influence of his sterling
qualities will be perpetuated.

His name will not be handed down as that of a great national
character, but the history of Nebraska can not be written without
his mention. We mourn his loss, z‘l,dmire his v‘ii'tues, and exhort his
successors of the legal profession to emulate his example. '
FrANK M. HarLn: -

Tt is well that the machinery of this cour} should cease from its
daily routine for a brief period of time in order that a record may
be made of some of the splendid qualities of one of its leading
practitioners who has dropped out of our ranks. The resolutions
fittingly express the estimation in which MR. LAMBERTSON was held
by his professional brethren and associates. It is comforting on
such an occasion as this that we can find so much in the character
of our deceased brother to admire, commend and emulaté without en-
gaging in fulsome flattery. For twenty-five years MR. LAMBERTSON
was a familiar figure in this court, pleading at the bar of justice
for the ’rig‘hts of his clients as he understood them, with rare force
and peréuasive eloquence. We shall hear his voice no more echoing
and reverberating through these halls in defense of the right and
condemnation of the wrong. His noble figure, with massive head and
craggy brow, will be seen in this temple of justice no more. We
are reminded on this occasion of what the immortal Burke said:
“What shadows we are, what shadows we pursue!”

MR. LAMBER’I‘SONA came to this state when he was a yodng man,
"and cast his fortune with the i)eople of the state. He was early
recognized as a man much above the ordinary, with rather excep-
tional abilities, and early won recognition as a man,who was likely
to succeed in his profession; yet his was no royal road to fame
and distinetion. He began the practice of law without money and
witho.t influentiai friends, as does many another young man. But
by his careful and painstaking industry and a practice of striet in-
tegrity, with a good mind and a keen perception, he gradually grew,
+nfolded and developed as the years went by. It would be interest-
ing no doubt to follow through the various stages of growth and
development if time would permit. By looking Back twenty-five
years we see him beginning the struggle of life in his chosen pro-
fession, a mere office boy, in one of the law offices of the city of Lin-
coln. He had neither prestige, money nor friends to smooth the path-
way and lighten the struggle, but with a steadfast determination
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to succeed, he pressed onward throughdifﬁculties and over obstacles,
putting them aside or t\ra,mpling them unaerfoot, occasionally eatch-
ing' a ray of hope or inspiration through the rift in the clouds of
dii’ﬁcufty that surrounded him, beclkoning him on to broadex‘- fields
and to a ;wider Sphiere of usefulness. Each‘year found his tent
‘pi'tched on higher ground; so that when the fell messenger of
death overtook him in the very prime of his life, he had reached
the proud eminence of one of the first lawyers in the state of Ne-
braska; and enjoyed the confidence, respect and esteem of the various
courts of the land, as well as that of his professional brethren.

"He had a capacity for large questions. He had been connected
with some of the most important litigation in the state’s history.
He was strong, foreeful-and convincing as an advocate, both before
the court and a jury. He was always honest, open and straight-
forward in his pragtice of the law. He had lofty ‘concei)tions as
to the duties of a lawyer. He was proud of his profession. He
recognized that the honorable profession of the law was entitled
to his best thought, thorough preparation and painstaking industry.
He did not devote all of his time assiduously to the study and the
practice of the law; while he enjoyed the law as a professiom, his
interest in the various public questions of the day was such that he
devoted much of his time and thought to the st'udy and the discus-
gion of bublic questions. He was always ambitious politically, but
I think it may be truthfully said that this ambition was within rea-
‘soﬁa\ble bounds ‘or limits. He had a liking for public questions,‘
public ‘men and public affairs, and he always kept abreast of the
publi¢ thought of the day and was well posted on all of the politieal
-questions and issues of the day. He had rare gifts as a conversa-
tioni]ist—a}s such he was always entertaining and instructive.. In
the early stages of the agitation on the money question, when the
_political skies were dark and cloud'y and all seemed obscured in doubt
~and uncertainty, when public men of his party were hesitafing, fal-
tering and unsteady, Mr. LAMBERTSON with an unfalteringk faith urged
his party in naticnal convention assembled to take a ﬁrm and une-
quivocal stand for the gold standard. He was safe and conservative
in his political views, fearless and courageous in their a&voéacy. He
was prominent in the councils of his party, and while he was never
successful to any very great.extent in politics, I think it was due
largely to the fact that he was too large a type -or pattern of a man
to resort to the tricks and practices of the ordinary politician; he
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could not stoop to the work of the demagogue; he would not sur-
render his convictions for office. e had great faith in men. He per-
haps believed too much in men to succeed as a politician. He relied
upon what his fellow men told him. He was not quick to discern the
falsity or deception that is too often practiced in politics. Tt might
be said with compliment to Mr. LAMBERTSON that he was not of the
type of man that succeeds in politics; yet his political reverses, his
failure to realize the goal of his political ambition, left no bitter-
ness in his heart, no malice or envy in his nature. He did not be-
come sour, disgruntled or fault-finding, but ever remained loyal and
steadfast to his party and was always found in the forefront, in
the thickest of the battle, doing heroic service for his party and its
principles.

His was a splendid type of citizenship. He believed in the old-
fashioned, rugged integrity. He was the embodiment of high and
splendid ideals, toward the achievement of which he was constantly
striving. He was of tliose who believe that the highest and best
citizenship requires that the individual shall give back to society
and the state the highest and best service in his power. He was a
public-spirited, high-minded, dignified man, interested in the progress
and uplift of society, interested in all good causes that made for
the community, the state and the nation. He was highly religious
in his make-up, possessing revcrence in a rare degree. He had suec-
ceeded in an eminent degree in working out in his own way the
real problem of life, the recal end and purpose of man. It was
his constant and daily aim to scparate the metal from the dross,
the grain from the chafl, the genuine from the spurious, and to
lay hold of those eternal principles that endure; when death over-
took him he had reached a high moral and intellectual plane. As he
climbed the mountain of life his horizon broadened, his sympathies
deepened, his love increased, and he found himself in closer and
more Sympathetic ;elations wiih his fellow men and with all the
institutions that are calculated to benefit, assist and uplift‘mankind_
He will be missed in the courts by his professional associates, he
will be missed in the councils of his party, but most of all he will be
missed as a neighbor and a friend, a father and a husband.

While I would not in the least detract from MR. LAMBERTSON’S
eminence and standing as a lawyer nor his powers as a statesman
and politician in the highest and best sense, still I prefer to think
of him as a man and a cifizen, as a warm, genial, kind-hearted friend
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with a great generous nature filled to overflowing with beautiful
sentiment and a touching and kindly sympathy and abiding faith
in his fellow men. To some he appeared as cold and austere, dis-
tant and hard to approach, but those who knew him best loved him
most for those steriing qualities of head and heart which were
peculiarly his, and for that deep, rich sympathy that permeated ’his
whole being. His was a great, broad, generous, kindly nature. No
good cause appealed to him in vain. He was interested in every-
thing that tended to the betterment and uplifting of his fellow men,
and gave freely of his time, his ability and of his money. As he
moved to and fro in the daily walks of life his noble qualities, his
courtly bearing and his easy dignity were a real inspiration to all
who came in contact with him.

From our point of view and with our short range of vision we are
impelled to look upon Mr. LAMBERTSON’S death as especially sad
be\cause he was just in the prime of life; his life work had just begun
to rise above its foundation stones, his splendid character was begin-
ning to make itself felt for good all along moral, intellectual and
spiritual lines. But we should console ourselves with the thought
that the eternal purposes of God are not always discernible from
a human point of view. If it is true that no particle of matter is
ever lost, that such a thing as annihilation is unknown in the world
of science, how vastly more important that character should endure
and with it all of those beautiful and splendid qualities that serve
as the very foundation stones for enduring society. We can only
conjecture what splendid results might have flowed from his lite
‘had he been spared to live out the allotted span of three score
years and ten; but I am persuaded that the foundation that was
so broadly and deeply laid shall not prbve to be labor lost or
thrown awdy, but that in God’s kingdom it shall be utilized for the
erection thercon of a beautiful, symmetrical superstructure that
shall harmonize with God's eternal purpose. Can we not rest in the
belief that, after a life well spent, with its duties faithfully per-
formed, the soul of our deceased friend has at last found eternal
rest amid the scenes of its creati\on, in the presence of its God? For
hath He not said, “He that believeth in me, though he were dead,
yet shall he live,” and “Whosoever liveth and believeth in me shall
never die.” o '

I shall think of MRr. LAMBERTSON in the years that are to come,

not as a great lawyer, not as an advocate, an orator or a statesman,
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or a man of great learning and erudition, and yet he was all of
these; but rather as a friend, a neighbor and companion, always
serene and even-tempered, even in time of stress and difficulties,
always genial,, sympathetic, open-hearted and frank and confiding
in his nature, cheerful and optimistic in his views of life; of him it
may truthfully be said, that while he had a great heart, it was not
large enough to hold the memory of a wrong. THere is a passage
in his memorial address on our late lamented McKinley that gives
you an insight to his real character more vividly than I can portray
it in words. It gives you the key-note to the real man; and these
are the words: “McKinley was a Christian, and died with a Chris-
tian’s faith and fortitude. In the last hour his dying wish was to
get closer to God, and he died with the Lord’s prayer on his lips.
O my friends, has there been in all time a deathbed scene equa,l\to
this! Shall not the noble Christian resignation of the dying McKin-
ley help us as a nation to get closer to God, to get saner views of
life and eternity? ' If so, our president has not died in vain, and this
is our comsolation.”

Instead of mourning over Mr. LAMBERTSON’S untimely departure,
let this be our comnsolation:

‘“Thy day has come, not gone;

Thy sun has risen, not set;

Thy life is now beyond

The reach of death or change,

Not ended—but begun.

O noble soul! O gentle heart! Hail, and farewell.”

Hon. EUGENE J. HAINER:

. MAY 1T PLEASE YOUR HonORS: In speaking of the resolutions here
offered, I can hardly hope to add to the appreciative tributes that
have been paid here and elsewhere to the memory of our distin-
vguished friend and associate, and yet I shou\ld be unresponsive to
my own impulses were I to fail to make some expression of sincere
sorrow for the loss of a personal friend and respect for his memory
and character. Others have spoken of him as a great lawyer and
high official of the nation when calamity was in the air and strong
men were perplexed. i
Much of his life is so interwoven with the history of his chosen
state, with this and other high tribunals—with the record of their
g'fowth and advance in udefulness and the dispensation of justice,
that our first thought of him must be in these relations. He has
become a part of the unwritten law of the stave. Still others have
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laid upon his bier the beautiful tributes of neighbors and intimate
associates. “

For me, who enjoved his warm friendship, these.exercises have
a peculiar significance and burden.‘ 'Hi-s death is too recent to allow
me to speak of him as I would—I may not trust myself to dwell on’
those things in his life and our relations which constitute the rich
legacy of those who have in the best sense been friends. I shall
speak of him for a moment as a leader of noble thought in our
ybung state—his 'general influence.

His was a striking personality. His towering form, his massive
brow, his commanding presence, marked him in assemblies of men.
His strong intellect, broad culture, wide experience, naturally made
for him a standing and position in the state at once unique and nota-
ble. He was a giant oak in. the forest of men. His life, measured
by all the standards of nobility, was a great one. The time is not
yet and the present occasion forbids a detailed analysis of his life
and the traits of his character. We may, however, with propriety,
note the collective impression made by his life. There is an influ-
ence deriveld‘vfrom things indescribable through which his spirit
and individuality go forth to the multitude whose lives he touched.
The great tendency of his life and character was to elevate the
whole tone of the public mind. He did this not only by example
but by the manly fashion in which he dealt with the interests of
others. His controlling purpose was to do right. 'He dared to stand
for the right even though he stood alone. While he loved applause,
for he loved his fellow-men, popul'a,r clamor did not move him. He
showed his real love for the people, not by honeyed phrases, nor by
stirring - their passioms, but by good counsels and useful service.
He despised servility. He spurned the collar of a master. His
conscience was his harness; he wore no other. The crack of the
boss’s whip brought him no terror. He held ip contempt the “thrift
that follows fawning.” He walked erect in the majesty, dignity and
conscious rectitude of his manhood. He possessed those virile quali-
ties which have their root in manly courage. v )

Lookiffig back over his career of mearly a generation in our state,
it must be admitted he was invariably right on all great questions
which challenged public attention and was in the thick of every
battle waged about them. MR. LAMBERTSON was a type of men
who by devotion to country and humanity, by their lofty character
and exemﬁlary lives have given us a rising spirit of fellowship,
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pafriotism and service to mankind. By their e}?ampl‘e, the world is
being taught that wisdom and virtug become a personai possession,
only by practice and habit; that emotion as emotion only is like the
“fragrance of the flower which dies upon the wafting air, but that
by well-directed and steadfast effort and occupation can be trans-
formed into stable and noble chai'a,et_er. Speech »and sermon and
printed page, though never so wise, and calling to patriotism and
piety, waste their powers like the wind which blowéth where it
listeth unless they guide men into rational and useful lives and
take form and shape in deeds of helpfulness to those about us.

The one great aim and end of‘his life was to do his duty, his'whole
duty, and “he walked attended by a strong aidiug conscience,” bring-
ing to the labors of €ach day the sturdy common sense, the vigor
and energy of a faithful, honest man. He made no prayers on the
“street corners, but everywhere burned the incense of a kindly, noble
life. Courageou's and aggressive, he' was yet in an extraordinary
degree uniformly .and liberally conservatlve

During the last decade of his life our people passed through a
series of struggles which tried their temper, judgmént and soul. So
fresh are these struggles in our minds it would serve no useful pur-
pose to recount them; so great the difficulties that at tlmes they.
seemed insurmountable. The ‘sta,te had need of men well poised,
clear of eye and brain, who could, in the whirl of difficulties, divine .
the right from the Wfongj, the practical from. the impractical, the
patriotic from the merely partisan, and divining the right had the’
courage to point the way. In that perilous'time he ne1ther failed
nor faltered. Sobered and instructed by the experience and lessons
of the past, he gathered from study and comparison that there is a
progress of the race, fitful at times it may be; yet never long re-
tarded, to which the counsélings of history are to be accommodated
by a wise philosophjz. He recognized the wonderful economic
’(:hauges and transformations through which we are passing, and
that we are one of a great family of nations, but yet grasped the
central idea of the American position and deduced from it the whole
fashion and color of its policy. He discerned that we are destined
to play a high part in the affairs of the race; that we may with
confidence still count on the energy and devotion of our people and
that the sceptre of ?rogress is not to fall from:our hands “through
craven fears of being great.”

He was a man of great faith. He believed that through the force

.
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and enthusiasm of which a great people are capable, we would com-
plete and maintain that splendid edifice of our greatness which began
building under the auspices of the Pilgrim Fathers and has in these
later days received its greatest extension and that the fixity of pur-
pose and strength of will necessary to this end will be supplied by
that national patriotism which, growing with the years, sustains the
most strenuous efforts and makes possible the most heroic sacrifice.

His greatness was not of the intellect alone. Great as he was
inteliectually, yet the attributes which summed up this strong char-
acter and vigorous personali‘ﬂy are pre-eminently worthy to be set
before the world as examples, are expressed by the words Honor,
Courage, Duty. These were the precious jewels in his erown, and
may well be set apart to-day and lifted above his new-made grave,
into public notice as the golden texts in the lesson of his life.

I-‘Io‘nor is the distinguishing perfection of a noble mind. This splen-
did brother emphasized the 1E)eauty and excellence of that high sense
of probity which led him {o teach both by precept and example
that the truly patriotic should, when Duty called, give his life to
serve his country, but not to do a base thing even to save it. Yes,
character is greater than intellect. A great soul will be strong
to live as well as to think; founded on the living rock of Principle
he is, in fact, not a solitary phenomenon, to be simply perceived,
limited and described. He is a. blessed gift of Providence, designed
not merely to have an immediate, but a continuous, progfessive and
ever ‘widening influence. Such a character survives the man who
possesses it, survives his age and perhaps even his country and his
language; its work, like that of a vein of water flowing hidden
ﬁnderncath, making the ground to blossom and bear fruit.

He was much in the public eye. At the bar and in the public’
pi‘ints, at gatherings of friends and the many placés where men
meet and thoughts are interchanged and opinions are formed and
crystallized, there LAMBERTSON was and as certainly given an atten-
tive audience. His wide knowledge, deep insight, careful study and
above all his character commanded respect; and few, if any, exerted
more or better influence.

He fought with honest weapons and nobly won or as nobly lost.
From the field of encounter he came bearing palms of victory or was
borne back on his shield. His name is and shall abide as a synonym
for civic honor. He stood like a stone wall for those things which make

for a nobler cilizenship and a cleaner, better life. He was simple,
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direct, ecarnest, the soul of truth, loyal to the core. He stood “four-
square to every wind that blew.” He trimmed no sail to catch the
passing breeze. Shams and frauds and hypocrisy he hated and de-
nounced. The venal and the false, though intrenched in high place
and butiressed by power, met his unﬂ'inching and uncompromising
opposition. He had the strong, rugged qualities ,of a genuine man,
the sympathy, tenderness and affection of a gentle woman. He
had- the rare quality of growth, both mental and moral, and was
a stronger, better man each year of his life than during any previous
year. He was ambitious; he grew into noble ambitions.

When I first knew him, like most men of splendid equipment, he
aspired to that leadership in eloq{le‘nce before 'jﬁries and upon the
platform for which he was pre-eminently fitted. He sought pla.ées
of high responsibility and great power. As he advanced in life, the
desire for transient preferment passed from him and his spirit,
purified and ennobled by struggle and experience, .sought Truth as
the high prize of his calling, as though the very nobility of his soul
scorned the adornment of brief and flitting authority. He achieved
that which is greater than earthly place or power—a stérling char-
acter, an abi’diilg faith in God and His providence.  He walked in
Duty’s way; aye, in the domain of higher values he acquired vast
estates.

He died as he lued qmetly and yet grandly, his last hours devoted
to carrylng a message of cheer and inspiration to one of the O‘rea,t
un1vers1t1es of this matchless West, and in the painstaking prepara-
tion of a cause upon the success of which depended the rescue of

“the small saving‘s of many who were innocent, defrauded and. help-
less. Not till his passing did we full3 realize that.in our midst had
for years stood a great captain of America’s best manhood. Within
the boundaries of our state there may have been a few more virile
men, those who had more of what we call “ﬁghtihg quality,” some
others who possessed in larger measure the faculty which wins
applause and attains a present popularity, but none who excelled
him in sterling character. ’

. As to some, the peaks of the Western Range séem but masses of
barren granite, never smiling save in some rare burst of sunlight,
so those who saw but knew him not, thought him cold and unre-
sponsive. To these, without disparagement of others well worthy
of high honor and esteem, we may truthfully say that LAMBERTsON

nvas our finest embodiment of the Chiristian gentleman in secular
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life—a worthy example—a man whose stature will grow in the ‘per-
spective of time,‘ whose noble impulses, like 4he mighty roll of old
ocean’s wave, shall yet touch the farther shores of our lives.

At times men build cathedrals, the part resting on the earth fin-
ished, but that intended to be nearest heaven, its turrets and spiyes.,
incomplete. So sometimes men build their lives. Not so with our
friend. He built on the sure foundation of a noble character. His
life was filled with deeds of helpfulness and justice which stand
as a challenge and inspiration to those who come after him. V

It was my personal privilege to know that he lived, too, for his
family in an atmosphere made sweet by all the graces which adorn
domestic life. A

It is not possible for any poor words we may utter here to remove
the sorrow which has fallen so suddenly on those he loved most,
but we m;ay bear them the consolation which comes from the krnowl-
edge that this great court and the bar of this state, his professional
brethren, bring to his grave the tribute which belongs only to the
great lawyer. the worthy citizen and true man. He is embalmed in
our hearts, his memrory enshrined in fadeless flowers.

His body sleeps fittingly under the bosom of the broad prairies
where he chose his home, where his work was done, among those
who knew and loved him best. His spirit has entlered its appearance
in the court of God’s chancery, before the Great Judge and sure
Rewarder of a noble life. Peace to his ashes, eternal felicity to his
soul. For those only who remain is mourning. The paths of life
may lead us, his brethren, far from his resting place; but this we do
know, wherever we go or whatever betide, our eyes will weep for
him and our hearts'b_eat more quickly at the recall of his name,
until ours, too, shall throb no morec. .

MR. CHIEF JUSTICE SULLIVAN:

The request of the bar to have entered upon the minutes of the
court their estimate of the character, and their expressions of re-
spect for the m‘emory of Mr. LAMBERTSON is of course granted. We
concur fully in the sentiment of the resolutions. MR. LAMBERTSON
was an eminent lawyer and a masterful man. In his dealings with
the court, and in all the relations of life, he was just and honorable,
and did well bis part to maintain, in public esteem, the goo/d repute
of his profession. Ever loyal to-his convictions of duty he leaves
behind him the record of a useful, earnest and virtuous life. We
deplore his loss and cordially unite with you in bearing witness to
his intellectual greatness and moral worth.
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WILLIAM LEESE.

WiILLiaM LEESE was born at Athens, Tennessee, April 30, 1840;
moved to Kentucky in 1846; read law in 1859, 1860 and 1861; left Ken-
tucky for Ohio, where he enlisted in the Second regiment, July 13,
1861; transferred to Company M, Second Artillery; was in thirty-
seven regular engagements during the Slaveholders’ Rebellion. He
moved to Nebraska, after a short sojourn in Yowa, and located at
Palmyra, Otoe county, 1868; moved to Seward county, 1872; admitted
to the bar, before Judge LAKE, 1874; elected attorney general
1884, as a republican, over Carroll 8. Montgomery, democrat;
two years later over William L. Greene (afterwards M. C.); and a
third time over William H. Munger, the present federal judge for
the district of Nebraska. Xe was one of the few state officers and
the only attorney general ever accorded the distinction of three con-
secutive terms. By organizing the anti-momnopoly republicans of the
state,he was the virtual founder of the populistic party. After hisre-
tirement from office he practiced law in Lincoln; and was, for a time,
a special representative of the comptroller of the currency in Ala-
bama. Charles G. Dawes, the comptroller, had, in his struggling
youth, been a protégé of MR. LEESE. WILLIAM LEESE was a Knight
Templar, a member of the Ancient Order of United Workmen, Mod-
ern Woodmen of America and of the Grand Army of the Republic.

He died at his home, in Lincoln, Nebraska, March 14, 1902, He
left behind him a widow and four children: Mrs. Archibald Scott,
of Lincoln; Ray Leese, of Denver, Colo.; Miss Clara Leese and Leo
Leese, of Lincoln. ‘

Peace to the ashes and glory to the name of WILLIAM LEESE,

Be it remembered that at a session of the supreme court of Ne-
braska, begun and holden September 16, 1902, there being present
Hon. J. J. SULLIVAN, chief justice, Hon. SirAs A. HorLcoMs and Hon.



59.0'¢ IN MEMORIAM—

SaMUEL H. SEDAWICK, judges, Lee Herdman, clerk, and Hugh G. Pat-

ton, bailiff, the following proceedings were had, that is to say:

MAY 1T PLEASE YOUR HONORS:

Your committee appointed to prepare and report resolutions as
a tribute of respect to the character, life and service of the late
Hon. WiLLiaM LERSE, beg leave to submit the following:

Resolved, That we hereby express our sincere sorrow on account
of the death of Ho~N. WiLLIAM LEESE, who for six years filled the
honorable position of attorney general of this state. As the chief
law officer of the state, he ably and zealously guarded its important
interests, and by his unswerving fidelity to officid¥ duty. won and
held the highest confidence and appreciation of the people he served.

Resolved, That by his devotion to the interests entrusted to him
in a professional capacity as well as by his upright character in
private life, the deceased was worthy of emulation and honor, and
by his death the legal profession has lost a valued member.

Resolved, That in his death we deplore the loss of one more of
those courageous and enterprising pioneers, who in their toil, sacri-
fices and privation, laid the foundation for the material improve-
ment, growth and development of our own great state. We recog-
nize with deep appreciation our great obligations to such pioneers,
and with keenest sorrow we realize the fact that death is rapidly
depleting their ranks. The life and service of such men who in the
honorable profession of the law have thus rendered service in the
upbuilding of the state, should be kept in lasting memory.

Your committee move the adoption of the foregoing resolutions

and that they be spread upon the records of this court as a perma-

nent memorial to GENERAL LEESE.
JoEN M. STEWART,
M. B. REEsE,
G. W. BERGE,
F. N. Prour,
J. L. McPHEELY,

Committee.
Joun M. STEWART:.

My acquaintance with GENERAL LEESE began about fifteen years
ago and continued up to the time of his death. I was associated
with him as deputy attorney general for nearly four years, and for
about two years after that relation ceased I was his law partuer.
Thrown together as we were in this intimate official and business
relation, I was able to see him as he really was. My association
with him caused me to hold himn in the highest esteem as a man,
He was of a most genial disposition; he always took an optimistie

view of life and was always pleasant and companionable. In his
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professional work he was most industri:)us and painstaking. When
acting as attorney general, he a.lways put in long hours and 'felt
the responsibility of the grave duties that were imposed upon him.
He'a,lwa;ys attended to such duties, whether those of grave im-
portance or those of little consequence, with the same conscientious,
painstaking care.

His strong characteristics as a man were his courage and honesty.
I recall about the time that I entered the office of depﬁty attorney
general, that an 1mportant case was pending in this court in which
the question of the powers of the state board of transportation to
regulate transportation rates of railroads in this state was involved.
His associates on the state board of transportation and the repre-
sentatives of the vafious railroads of tﬁe state while GENERAL LEESE
was absent at Washington, entered into a compremise agreement,and,
when he \retu‘rned, strong pressure was broughf to bear upon him
to induce him to approve of such compromise. I remember that he
. counseled with Judge O.-P. Mason and Hon. G. M. Lambertson, who
were associated with him as attorneys in the case, and, after going
over the whole matter, he made up his mind that the only right
eourse for him to pursue was to refuse to approve the compromise
atrreement and in consequence the litigation proceeded. This was
my first official acquaintance with GENERAL LEESE, and I then formed
the highest opinion of his courage and his conscientious discharge
of his official duty. In this conmection I am induced tolchalleng'e
the atiention of those present to the fact that although this litiga-
tion was pending but fifteen years ago, bJudge Samuel Maxwell, a
member of the court at that time, GENERAL LEESE, Judge O. P. Mason
and Hon. G. M. Lambertson, attorneys for the complainant, and-
T. M. Marquette and J. B. Hawley, attorneys for the respondents,
‘have all passed away, a striking reminder to us of the brevity and
uncertainty of life.

With GENERAL LEESE, political expediency and a desire to be on
friendly terms with his official associates, would in nowise swerve
him from doing what he belicved to be his duty. This is clearly
shown in his early life. He was living in the state of Kentucky at
the time the Civil War commenced, and most of his associates and
boyhood friends went into the Confederate army. He, being a south?
erner and his sympathies belng with the southern people, natura,lly
would have gone with them; but in consulerlng the question, as he
has often told me, he made up his mind that it was not right for



xxxdl IN MEMORIAM—

him to go .against the Union; that he could never bring himself
to think but that ‘it was his duty to stand by the Union, and then,
as in later years, the actions of his friends and associates did not:
control him. Filled with patriotism and a desire to serve his coun-
try, he left the state of his residence and came to a4 northern state
and enlisted with the Union army and served throughout the war.
His was a sensitive disposition. He felt the criticisms of others

keenly, and yet he was brave enough to aisregard them and move

straight forward in the path of duty. His public and private life

was unassailable. His associates in office, although sometimes dis

agreeing with him as to policies, were always ready to admit the:
honesty of his purpose and his unimpeachable integrity.  GENERAIL

Legse was always faithful to his clients. He made their case his
own. When he was elected attorney general, he became imbuec,
with the idea that the people of ihe state of Nebraska were his
clients, and that the duly was impc;sed upon him of guarding and
protecting their interests and he ever worked to that end. No

official was ever more zealous in guarding and conserving the

.interes'tsv of the people who elected him. GENERAL LEESE’S char-
acter, public and private, is worthy of our ‘emulation and regard,
and we, his é,ssocia,tes-, who remain should bear him in lasting
memory. ‘

Hon. ALBERT J. CORNISH:

In celebrating the memory of men or events I believe it is the
principles and real virtues represented in them, rather than any
circumst;mces of place or time, that should chieﬂy occupy our minds.
The unthinking look only to material success and its glitter and
noise. 'Our conduct in life discovers a mnever-ending confliet between
selfishness and greed on the one hand and justice and charity on the
other. It is related of one of the Puritan zealots that when taken
before the king in council he would make no submission. “I am an
aged man,” he said, “and what remains to me of life is not worth
.a falsehood or a baseness.” A

The rectitude of intentions of the yoﬁth entering life is not open
to suspicion. The pathway alohg‘ which he would sail to glory is
Jnarked by benevolenl purposes. But soon his illusions meet with
a tude shock. The world is not as he had dreamed. It seems a
fierce struggle for existence, each saying to the other, “You kill me
or I'll kill you,” until at last it appears to him a very condition of
success that he join in the game as he finds it. He does. And



WILLIAM LEESE. _ xxxiii

herein les part of the infinite tragedy and pathos of life. He still
wishes the world well. He takes delight in progress, and, maybe
in order to take a decisive and practical stand for good, he commlts
himself to some church, which he believes works for righteousness.
There is no strenuous life except in honest endeavm to live up to
one’s highest ideal; but where one’s prmclple&stand in the way of
‘worldly success, how many of us are strietly true to them? Shall
the ambitions of a lifetime be given up? Must not wife and chil-
dren be fed, and something accumulated for old age? Can we give
up property and friends? And so from day to day we yield to the

influences of seli-interest, making cowardly compromises with con-
science.

I admired GENBRAL LEESE because he was a man who had the
courage of his convictions. He was not over-confident of his own
abilities, but would gladly die for his principles” He would reso-
lutely keep the laws of hdnor, caring absolutely nothing for conse-
quences. Such a man, always at peace with himself, is likely to
wear a cheerful countenance in adversity as well as in prosperity.
The last time I met GENERAL LEESE there was the same buoyancy of.
spirit as when I first met him. '

Without a few such men society would relapse into anarchy and
barbarism, and when the services of such men have been carefully
weighed, no matter what appearances may be, they will be found
to have been of value to mankind. I think that GENERAL LEmsE did
the state a service, in helping to lay some of the foundations of our
laws*and political strueture, which but few men could or would

have done, and whlch must always entitle him to our g‘rateful re:
membrance.

\
HoN. WILLIAM VINCENT ALLEN:

~ MayY 1T PLEASE THE COURT: At the risk of -interrupting for the
moment a possibly prescribed programme for the occasion, and dis-
concerting the exercises as they may have been intended by the
commitiee, 1 desire to say a word, for I“feel that I ought not let
the ocecasion pass without speazking in support of the resoluvtions',
and I therefore ask the court’s indulgence while I express my
high appreciation of GENERAL LEESE and MR. LAMBERTSON. I knew
them qulte well and I heartily sympathlzed with the pohtlca,l opin-
ions of the one, for he affiliated with my party, and as heartily dis-
approved of the political 'views of the other, and as I did so in

life, I do so now that they are dead. But it would be highly im-
’ 2% ‘
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proper to abuse the propriety of this occasion or to insult the
solemnity of the hour and the memories of the deceased by in-
jecting into these proceedings an expression of approval or dis-
approval of the partisan opinions of our dead friends.

One of these men, like Moses, was neither ornate in speech nor
fluent in expreséion, but he was a great lawgiver and possessed of
much worth and great strength of character and intellect. The other
was facile and eloquent, and persuasive in voice and manner, and both
were true to their high calling and shed lustre on the bar -of which
théy were honored members and had the respe_ét of the courts
before which they practiced. It is eminently proper that these
resolutlons commemorative of their lives and virtues should be
spread on the records of this tribunal as perpetual testimony of
the love and esteem in which they were held by the bench and the
bar of the state.

These men were patriots; they loved their.country and her
institutions; they loved their families, and in doing so, learned
to love ,and sympathize with the families of others, and this
made them patriotic and gave a powerful stimulus to society -and
made the world better for their lives; for such men can not help
being most excellent citizens and greatly contributing to the mould-
ing of better mental, moral and social condifions among the people
with whom they live. As men love their families, they desire
to see them uplifted and their circumstances made better and
they wish for more favorable opportunities for others, and this
stimulates a wholesome senjiment resulting in much benefit to
the social fabric. Our, dead friends believed in the immortality
of the soul and that they were accountable to a Supreme Being
for their conduct in this life; and as all men who believe in their
respdnsibility to God make good citizens and are faithful in the
discharge of duty, exercising a helpful influence in shaping the
destinies of the race, strengthemng and buttressing the temple
of human liberty, we may rest assured that the jurists Whose
memories we commemorate at this time performed their full duty
in life. To the families and friends of the dead we can at this
time offer only the poor consolation of a deep and genuine sym-
pathy, as time alone can assuage the grief and sorrow they feel
Your honors are familiar with “Pilgrim’s Progress,” that splendid
classic written by Jobn Bunyan nearly two hundred years ago,
In the character of Christian who started on a pilgrimage from
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the City of Destruction to- Mount Zion he personalized the Christian
religion and the struggles of the true believer. Christian crossed
the Slough of Despond and climbed the Hill Difficulty; he wended
his way through the Valley of Humiliation and the Valley of
the Shadow of Death and was imprisoned in Doubting Castle and
Vanity Fair, but firally, after a long and perilous journey, reached
Beulah Land, from whose heights he looked across the River Death
and beheld God and the angels in all their glory in the Celestial
Abode. The story is indeed interesting and touching and illustrates
a good man’s life-journey from the cradle to eternity. - OQur dead
friends were familiar with the pilgrimage of Christian, and, know- 1
ing". them as I did, I believe their lives resembled in some degree
at least the hero ‘of Bunyan’s instructive narrative. Being of
nearly the same age and having worked in the same field of
labor and encountered in a large measure kfndred dangers and
being . 1nsp1red by similar hopes, ambitions and desires, they
resolutely kept their faces to the front and patiently met the
last hour bravely, and encountered’ the ills and enjoyed the sun-
shine of life; and, having passed from time to eternity at about
the same time, it may be that, 11ke Christian and Falthful they
_crossed the River of Death hand 1n hand while from the helghts
of Beulah Land they entered Mount Zion the Clty of Eternal Rest
together. Tt is pleasing at least to believe that this may be so.
Men who make their mark in the affairs of this world as GENERAL
LEESE and MR. LAMBERTSON made theirs should have their memories
and virtues perpetuated in all suitable and appropriate ways, and
I therefore. heartily concur in the wish of the bar that these
resolitions may be spread on the journals of the court as a
perpetual testimony of the love and esteem in which these twe
distinguished citizens of our state were held by those who knew
them best.: l

'

WirBUR F. BRYANT:

‘Mz. CmIer JusTicE: It was my good fortune to know WILLIAM
LEESE intimately and thoroughly for a period of twenty years.
He never broke his word. He mever betrayed a friend. No act
in his official career ever required explanation. I 'mightvstop right
here. But there is one thing to which the attention of the future
historian of this state ought to be directed.

Mr. Chief Justice, the muse of history is a tuneful lar. She
never tells the truth, the whole truth’ and nothing but the truth.
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I will not dwell upon ker injustice to antiquity, but will come down
to times within the memory of men now living. Upon the shelves
of every public library in America is a work entitled “Abraham
Lincoln: A History.” , This so-called history was written by
Lincoln’s private secretaries. During the dark days of the Slave-
holder’s Rebellion, California was upon the verge of withdrawing
from the Union and setting up a Pacific Republic. She was kept
from so doing by the moral power of a single man,—a man neither
profound nor brilliant, but supremely good and severely in earnest.
One would suppose that in ten large volumes at least a casual
mention of Thomas Starr King would be found. But look and
look, like a ghost on the banks of the Styx, through this history
of Lincoln and his times, and you will find no mention of the name.

I hope the future historian of our little state will not be equally
remiss and that he will not forget to record that WILLIAM LEESE
initiated the organized resistance to boss rule in this young com-
monwealth when fourteen men met, at his call, in a little room
in the city of Lincoln. What grew out of that meeting has been
of lasting benefit to all parties. I will not enter further into
details, for, by so doing I might violate the canons of good taste.

Measured by the commercial standard of the age, which guages
everything by pounds, shillings and pence, the life of WILLIAM LEESE
may not have been successful. But that is not the true standard.
That Ipan’s life is most successful who chases no ignis fatuus; who
seeks no responsibility which is not his; who shirks no responsi-
bility which belongs to him; who strives to do his best in the
place to which Providence has assigned him; who lives and acts
according to his light in the altruism of the Man of Nazareth.
For such an one the grave has mno terrors and death no sting.
He need fear nothing.

“For modes of faith let graceless zealots fight;
His can’t be wrong, whose life is in the right.”
Mz. CHIEF JUSTICE SULLIVAN:

It is altogether proper that this court should take formal notice
of the death of WirriaM Leesg, and that we should unite with
you in paying to his memory the tribute of our esteem. Such
lawyers courts delight .to honor. In popular estimation, and in
the regard of both bench and bar, GENERAL LEESE has long held
a high and enviable place. He possessed adequate scholarship and
had an alert and resourceful mind, but the success he achieved
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was due mainly to two cardinal virtues, integrity and perseverance—
inflexible integrity, indefatigable perseverance. As chicf law oflicer
of the state, cdurage’ was another element of his strong character
that counted in his favor and did much to maké him the ideal
public servant that he was. It was ‘with him a fixed habit to
bring his professional conduct to the touchstone of the moral law.
Whether contemplated action was expedient was in every case sub-
ordinate to the question whether it was right; but when he had
once determined upon the proper course to be pursued, no influence
was potent enough to alter his purpose or check his impetuous
zeal. His foremsic struggles, and all the battles of his life, were
~earried on manfully in the open, with enthusiasm and aggressive~
ness always, but with bitterness never. Faithful to every trus*
and i'ust in his dealings \With all men, he leaves behind him the
memory of a delightful personality and a record upon which no
shadow rests. In acc/ordzmce with your request these proceedings
will be entered ur 'n the, journal of the court














































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































