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In the Mat.ter of the Nebraska
Public Service Commission, ofl
its own moLion, seeking to
investigate the blocking of
railroad crossings in Hall-
County, Nebraska.

ENTERED: December L7 , 20L9

BY THE COMMISSTON:

The Nebraska Public Service Commission ( Commission) hereby
opens the above - captioned docket to invest,igate complaint.s
regarding blocked railroad crossings in HaII County, Nebraska,
with specific focus on the city of Grand Island.

Commission staff have received
alleging hours - long blocking of
following areas:

Docket. No. PI - 228

ORDER OPENING INVESTIGATION

complainLs from the public
several crossings in the

1 . Rai I t,rack that runs adj acent to Nebraska Highway 2 f rom
at least Engleman Road Nort.h to at leasL Broadwell Avenue
North: BNSF Railway Company (BNSF) is aI1eged to block
several crossings and al1ow trains to idle for several
hours despite receiving complaints from nearby residents.
The blockages al-so t.rigger the saf ety arm and signal ,

including lights and warning bells, f or the durat.ion that
the t.rain is parked in the crossing (s ) .

2. SecLion of track between Saint PauI Road and Sky Park
Road, Airport. Road East. to past 4th Street East: Nebraska
Central Railroad (NCRR) southbound traj-ns block crossings
at 4th SLreet East, 7th Street East, and Capital Avenue
East while entering the Union Pacific Railroad (UPRR)

line sout.h of 4th Street East.

Each area raises safety concerns, ds schools are nearby and
block the crossings that children use to walk to and from
school . Additionally, crossings have been bl-ocked when f irst
responders were called to residences that needed assistance.
Finding alternate routes around blockages may add several extra
mj-nutes to response time.

Based
de t ermined
heari-ng be

on the initial information received, it has been
that an investigatory docket should be opened and a
scheduled in order to gather inf ormat ion f rom t.he

)

)

)

)

)

)

)
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pubric as well as t,he rairroad carriers in question.
this mat.ter wiII be scheduled as soon as practicable.
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Hearing on

ORDER

IT IS THEREFORE ORDERED by the
Commission that the above-captj-oned
hereby, opened.

Nebraska PubIic
invest.igation be,

Service
and is

ENTERED AND MADE EFFECTIVE
day of December , 20L9 .

at Lincoln, Nebraska this 17th

NEBRASKA PUBLIC SERVTCE COMMISSION

COMMISS IONE CONCURRING: vlw
Chair I
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rZy,rtr'

ATTEST

ztuq q
Executive Director


